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Ashfield District Area Strategy Group
13th October 2009
1-2pm, Selston Arts and Community College

Present:  Louise Benson, Roy Haynes, Stella Maxwell, Gillian Thompson, Janet Northover, Roger Tanner, Dick Vasey, Simon Taylor, Jon Crone, Tim Grant, Sara Williams, Ian Webster, Gary Longden, Andrew Potterton, Craig Harrison, Chris Coxon.  
Apologies:  Adrian Symonds, Matt Smart, Phil Crompton, Di Stendall
1. Minutes of meeting on 30th June and matters arising
a. Service Level Agreements:  JN to check how many have been signed and returned.
b. Monitoring and tracking.  Roy reported on the progress to date and said that the cost to schools would be minimal at first.
c. KS4 engagement programme.  Uptake in Ashfield good, schools with places are to be offered more as 90 places still available (details from Suzanne Paradine suzanne.paradine@nottscc.gov.uk)
d. Transport.  Discussions about the LA bus service have not yet been resolved.  Stella to report to a future meeting.
2. National Apprenticeship Service:  Andrew Potterton
a. Andrew introduced the service, a national service to serve both employers and students.  Andrew is our contact for Nottinghamshire:  Andrew.Potterton@lsc.gov.uk or 07949 058509.  He is very happy to attend year 11 options evenings either to speak or supply a stand:  JN agreed to supply dates.  
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b. Tim pointed out that not all apprenticeship vacancies are on the database, some are offered locally.  From April 2010 it will be a contractual requirement that all YPLA funded apprenticeships be included on the database.
c. Gary noted the improvement to the AVOL database but said that the Connexions Vacancy Service would remain for the foreseeable future.
3. Foundation Learning
a. The FLT will cater for students that achieve F, G or ungraded at GCSE.  It is a suite of non GCSE qualifications, with SSCAT points, that fall into three categories:  PSD, FS and Subject/Vocational learning.  Some schools are part of the NOCN Nottinghamshire Network, others work with other awarding bodies.  There will be presentations from the main awarding bodies at the Inclusion Network on 4th December 2009.  
b. This an opportunity to engage with Bracken Hill, as the Subject / vocational learning lends itself to a consortium approach.  JN to invite BH to the next awayday.
c. There was a discussion about the numbers of students that fail to achieve a level 1 through the GCSE route.  JN to obtain numbers and current provision from Tom Moffat.
4. Diploma update
a. Finance.  Subject to the numbers at Ashfield on Construction being confirmed, the Local Authority will draw down funding and pass it on to the consortium in two tranches;  60% and 40%
b. IAG.  Tim commented that the incorrect diagram had been included in the Local Authority diploma leaflet:  the diagram refers to the entitlement post 2013 and many other current qualification routes are missing
c. Gateway 4.  The proposals for Gateway 4 from Kirkby; Sport and Active Leisure and Travel and Tourism were discussed and approved.  In the absence of a representative from National School to present their Engineering proposals it was agreed that the Engineering submission would reflect the programme currently offered by West Nottinghamshire College.
5. Any other business
a. Sutton Centre Academy discussions.  Tim and Roger updated the group on the progress of the proposed Sutton Centre Academy, sponsored by West Notts and Nottinghamshire County Council.  The consultations will be launched shortly:  the main consultation on forming the academy to be run by Tribal Consulting; the allied consultation on the proposed closure of Sutton Centre to be run by Trident.  
6. Suggested dates of future meetings

a. 1pm Tuesday 2nd February 2010 at Ashfield School
b. 1pm Tuesday 18th May 2010 at National School (tbc)
























