
Ashfield District Area Strategy Group 
Tuesday 9th November 2010 9.30 am at Kirkby College

Notes

Present:
Stella Maxwell, Dick Vasey, Sue Culpin, Keith White, Jon Crone, Sharon Harvey, John Edwards, Craig Harrison, Di Stendall, Patricia Harman, Simon Taylor (Chair), Simon Martin
1
Apologies:
Gary Longden, Roy Haynes

2
Minutes of last meeting/matters arising

Sue Culpin is now on the circulation list and should be receiving information re 


transport shortly.

3
Clarification of ASG Structure

Simon T has heard nothing from SHENK, presumably they have an equivalent 


group.  Bankers are now Kimberley. 
 Simon to contact Claire Hatto to finalise structure of ASG.


Patricia Harman noted WNC not included in the NA Executive Group.  Simon 

Referred to earlier decision made by Tim to make a distinct offer to students from 
WNC, therefore there is an offer from within the consortium and an offer from the college.  Supporting agencies are still available for all so that students

receive impartial advice.  This arrangement has highlighted weaknesses that have been addressed.

4
Financial Updates

Budget summary document circulated by Sue Culpin.  Underspend has not 


Come through yet (Holgate still to pay).


Number of students finalised at 63, gone to Richard Browne.


60% due to NA (proportion to SHENK).  Outstanding 40% due towards end of 
Financial year.


Underspend made up of what the group inherited (from what Janet Northover


put together).  Simon T to check whether IAG has been included.  £19,000 is not


a large amount when divided up between the schools, may be used as a buffer


for Sue Culpin to use.


Stella indicated money for the consortium development should include WNC.


NA Local Deliver Support Grant should be £36,000.  Each school needs to 


Invoice KC (£9,360) for the diplomas.


Sue showed NASBAP breakdown for diploma funding and allocations to each


school are shown.

5
Feedback from the County 14-19 Partnership Meetings

Big theme apart from finance is quality of Post 16 education across the authority.


Simon referred to letter and performance indicator received by lowest performing

Schools.  All agreed data is inaccurate, demonstrates disparity and does not indicate current school improvements taking place through strategic input, networking and existing collaborative partnerships.

Information is going to next 14 – 19 Board meeting on Thursday.  Hoping for some strategic direction from the LA – Simon will report back to group as soon as possible.

Schools on the list:

Kirkby College

A4

Sutton Centre

A3

Holgate

A2

National

C3

Ashfield

B8

Quarrydale

A5

WNC


B6


Concerns expressed regarding future 6th Form provision for current year 9 (when


leaving age changes) and the need to look at the wider provision, possibly 


reviewing unviable A level groups and lessening high unit costs.

6
North Ashfield Post 16 Developments

Sue Culpin informed of objective to present a common block across the four 

schools.  She has inherited a list of courses to start next September + rationalisation.  Progress has been made re accessibility.  Has made a good start with a collaborative approach to publicity of events, displays etc.  
Group very keen to offer a public statement of partnership in the local press.

Will be attending a meeting of Deputy Heads before Christmas to discuss viable numbers, planning, curriculum model, staffing etc.   Will consider best way to operate financially at the meeting, eg whether schools to invoice individually.  
7 Foundation Learning Bid 
Bid has been successful (£17,150).  Thanks for feedback on that.

8 Feedback from Curriculum/operations groups

Simon has had notes from operation groups, all working well                                                                                       

Will also look at whether QA and IAG can be subsumed into agendas so as to cut down on the number of meetings

Simon suggested Kelly Halliday, WRE Co-ordinator Kirkby College could lead an operation group (IEG) to put a portfolio together to get quality marks, eg Careermark for schools. (Helps a great deal with OfSTED criteria).  

(Counterparts:  Pam Smith National, Sophie McKenna Holgate, Alan Evans ?, Gill Haslam Selston, K Dellar and Amanda Tittley Quarrydale).

Sharon stated Connexions can help with Careermark accreditation

SBAP working well with the courses that are on offer.

Clarified that schools’ commitment is to pay the £4,000 + their own course provision

Partnership Exchange meeting being arranged by Chris Dewsbury to discuss curriculum aspect and the logistical IT support required.  All agreed there needs to be discussion between timetablers and better co-ordination for the system to work.  Implications of prohibitive cost to the consortium for central database which would need a dedicated person to run it.

It was AGREED Keith W  (Holgate) will attend the meeting on behalf of Ashfield Strategy Group and report back.

Current KS3 programme working well

Thanks offered to Sue Culpin who has done a lot of work in a small amount of time.

AOB
(John E)

Diplomas in North Ashfield and how they are shaping up
Many students pulling out, several schools not offering diplomas next year.  Again the system requires an operator.

Stella pointed out low take up numbers are reflected nationally.

Parents are not happy there is no Level 3 in the progression route.

Suggestion  The money may be better deployed to benefit the SBAP arrangement.

Next meeting

7th April 2011
9.30 am at Kirkby College
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