BROXTOWE AREA STRATEGY GROUP
Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, 18 June 2010
at 1.00 – 3.00pm at the Attenborough Nature Centre
	
	Action

	Present:
Sarah Dennis (Chair)
Castle College


Shaun Andrews

for Chris Teal, Kimberley School 



Carmel Bradley

14-19 Co-ordinator


Ian Cohen

Network Training


Kevin Dean

White Hills Park Federation


Roy Haynes

Nottinghamshire LA


Tracey Keeling

Nottingham City Council


Sue Phillips

Bilborough College



Mark Pickford

Eastwood Comprehensive School


Matt Smart

Notts Education Business Alliance


Gillian Thompson
Nottinghamshire LA
Visitors:
Paul Baranek

Futures NN


Tom Moffat

Nottinghamshire LA
	

	Apologies:
Nicola Boyles

Broxtowe Borough Council


Ian Brierly

Chilwell School 


Janet Gilbert

New College Nottingham


Chris Humphreys
Foxwood School 



Susan Jowett

George Spencer School



Terry Laws

Nottinghamshire LA



Gary Longden

Connexions Nottinghamshire


Matthew Pitts

White Hills Park Federation



Chris Teal

Kimberley School







	

	1.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 21 May 2010

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 May 2010 were agreed to be an accurate record with the following matters arising:

Matters Arising


Functional Skills – Resources were available from Castle College.


ASG Finance – Carmel had received names from all schools for the new Finance Group.

Partnership Exchange – an all day session on partnership timetables was planned for 30 Jun. 10 and ideally all schools should be represented.  Invitations will follow.


Action:  Names of IT Systems Managers/Senior Timetablers to be sent to Carmel by 25 Jun. 10.


Data Dashboard – ASG members were happy to share information.


Action:  GT to download copies and circulate.

	Heads

GT

	2.
Commissioning

Four documents relating to this agenda item had been circulated prior to the meeting.   An overview of commissioning definitions was provided.  The priorities of the 14-19 Plan were:

· Achievement at 19
· Closing the gap in achievement for vulnerable learners

· Attainment 16-19

The LA is beginning to consider the needs to meet priorities for the Commissioning Statement by the autumn.  Details of the Annual Timetable of Activity for 16-18 Planning and Commissioning were presented covering the academic years 09/10, 10/11 and 11/12.  There will be a close dialogue with city and neighbouring local authorities and consultation with stakeholders.  Thanks were given to Tom and Paul.


	

	3.
14-19 Update – Letter from Michael Gove

A copy of the letter had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Roy explained that planning was very difficult at present.  The LA were trying very hard to keep the Area Based Grant in this year’s budget.  The County Council plans to save £100m over the next 3 years, and in Roy’s area they were looking at a 20-25% cut.  The local delivery support grant is likely to lose 50%.  Clarification has not been easy to obtain.  Freeing up the curriculum and schools was considered to be positive.  Funding for Diplomas is likely to be safe, but not so for CPD through national support agencies.
             Post meeting note: Confirmation has now been received that LA will get LDS grant but with 24% reduction. Maximum that Broxtowe likely to receive from this grant will be £44K.

	

	4.
Partnership Funding
A statement of the current year’s funding was circulated at the meeting and presented by Carmel.  The remaining funds were highlighted and amounted to approx. £9k.  Consideration will need to be given to whether we carry the amount forward into next year.  It was agreed to wait until the funding situation was clearer before making a decision.  Details of the projected income for next year were circulated at the meeting.  The priorities for next year will be partnership working and delivering diplomas.
Action:  Following funding confirmation arrange an emergency meeting to discuss funding/budgets.

	RH/MP/

CB

	5.
ASG Action Plan


A draft copy of the Broxtowe ASG Action Plan had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Members were asked for their comments.  It was agreed the action plan should be reviewed quarterly and to discuss it at the first meeting in the new academic year.

Action:  Agenda item “ASG Action Plan” and Tom Moffat to be invited.

Priorities 7 & 8 to be updated.


	CB
CB

	6.
Diploma Update
The latest update on numbers had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Carmel reported that Level 2 Hair and Beauty won’t run and BAF had been postponed until 2011.  Gateway 4 Science won’t run, but it was suggested the group may continue to meet to share good practice.  Sarah attends the Science City Group and as not many providers attend, asked if anyone was interested in becoming involved.  Sue expressed interested and Sarah agreed to send details.  Sport and Active Leisure will run next year and was being progressed.  With regard to travel plans Heads were asked to use the school/partnership minibuses.  Lynne Dalby had delivered 2 x ½ day training sessions.  

	

	6.
Diploma Update (cont.)

It was agreed the following would be circulated to schools:

· Service Level Agreement for Diploma Delivery

· Learner Induction Booklet

· Diploma Work Experience Policy

Action:  SJD to send Sue details of the Science City Group.


Above documents to be circulated to schools.

	SJD

CB

	7.
Foundation Learning
There will be a meeting on 5 Jul. 10 at 9.30am at Foxwood for all schools and Castle College to look at training, collaborative delivery and progression.
Action:  Agenda item “Foundation Learning” for autumn meeting.


	CB

	8.
SHENK
Roy reported that at a meeting of Heads held at County Hall it had been established that SHENK was a functional cluster of schools and that Ashfield and Broxtowe ASGs will continue.

	

	9.
Transport Innovation Fund
The final report had been circulated prior to the meeting.  A bid had been put in for a minibus and cycle storage facilities.  Approval had been given for a minibus (£25k) and cycle storage (£3k).  It was agreed that Eastwood had the strongest case and Mark opted to spend the whole amount of £28k on a minibus with more capacity.  This means the cycle storage won’t be funded.  Tom commented that Rushcliffe and Newark & Sherwood were in a similar position and suggested joining together to purchase minibuses in order to get a better deal, i.e. 4-5 year’s maintenance.

	

	10.
Any Other Business

The proposed dates for next year’s meetings were agreed as:


All Fridays 1.00 – 3.00pm


1 October 2010


3 December 2010


4 February 2011


8 April 2011


10 June 2011

 
It was decided not to use Attenborough as the venue for the meetings due to cost considerations.  The first meeting will take place at Alderman White School on 1 October 2010 and subsequently at other partnership schools in turn.

	








PAGE  
3

