BROXTOWE AREA STRATEGY GROUP
Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, 2 October 2009
at 1.00 – 3.00pm at the Attenborough Nature Centre
	
	Action

	Present:
Sarah Dennis (Chair)
Castle College


Carmel Bradley

14-19 Co-ordinator


Ian Brierly

Chilwell School


Ian Cohen

Network Training


Roy Haynes

Nottinghamshire LA


Terry Laws

Learning & Skills Council


Gary Longden

Connexions Nottinghamshire


Mark Pickford

Eastwood Comprehensive School


Matthew Pitts

White Hills Park Federation


Matt Smart

Notts Education Business Alliance


Chris Teal

Kimberley School


Gillian Thompson
Nottinghamshire LA


Robin Webber-Jones
Castle College



	

	Apologies:
Nicola Boyles

Broxtowe Borough Council


Kevin Dean

White Hills Park Federation



Janet Gilbert

New College Nottingham


Chris Humphreys
Foxwood School


Susan Jowett

George Spencer School


Tracey Keeling

Nottingham City Council


Sue Phillips

Bilborough College





	

	29.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 June 2009 and Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 19 June 2009 were agreed to be an accurate record with the following matters arising:

22. Partnership Finances
Allocations had been claimed by Eastwood and Kimberley Schools and Connexions.

Action:  Allocations to be claimed for the Diploma Working Groups and Business, Admin. & Finance (WHP Federation)
23. MOG
Terry Laws reported that the LSC were currently reorganising for the transfer in March.  Terry’s new role was to head up the move from LSC to LA.


	MS/MP/GT
KD

	30.
Commitment to Diploma Delivery
Sarah Dennis requested a discussion about the commitment of partners to delivering diplomas as it appeared that this may have changed recently.

Matthew Pitts (WHP) said that the Federation would like to postpone leading on Society, Health & Development (SHD) and Business, Admin. & Finance (BAF) from Sep. 2010 to Sep. 2011.  Reasons for the decision were that the level of funding expected had not materialised and the benefit for learners was questionable.  Matthew confirmed that the Federation were willing to be partners in SHD, BAF and Retail, but did not wish to lead.
	

	30.
Commitment to Diploma Delivery (cont.)
Chris Teal said that Kimberley had put in a lot of effort with two members of staff working on diploma development in SHD and Retail.  He didn’t feel that partner schools had freed up staff in the same way.  Chris confirmed that Kimberley were very involved and committed to the SHD and Retail Diplomas.  They had decided to withdraw from IT and Creative & Media because of the impact on teaching.  It was suggested that Kimberley and Castle College share the lead on SHD.
It was pointed out that George Spencer had not been represented at recent meetings.
Action:  Sarah Dennis to follow up with Susan Jowett.
Ian Brierly (Chilwell) confirmed their commitment to lead on ICT at a later date.  They were beginning to look at developing a diploma in science and one in media.  Work had also been done on timetabling.

Mark Pickford (Eastwood) reported that a small group had been working on diplomas, with a member of staff being freed up for one day per week.  Mark confirmed their commitment to Creative and Media.
Partners were reminded that from 2013 it will be a statutory obligation for learners to have access to 14 diploma lines, with the aim of achievement for all Nottinghamshire learners.  It was suggested that the ASG should have a wider agenda to include foundation learning, apprenticeships, wider entitlement, raising participation, etc.  It was acknowledged that the ASG had focused on Diplomas in recent meetings, but that this had been necessary.  Gillian drew attention to a BBC article taken from the TES on diplomas.

Action:  Article to be circulated with the minutes.   
Robin Webber-Jones, Head of Curriculum & 14-19, from Castle College was introduced by Sarah Dennis.  Robin confirmed that Castle can offer training and development in SHD, Engineering, IT and Travel & Tourism, as leads and in Continuing Professional Development.

Gillian Thompson and Carmel Bradley were asked to look at the membership and attendance of the working groups.
Action:  Head Teachers to be informed of attendance at working groups.


	SJD

GT/JP

GT/CB

	31.
Memorandum of Agreement
The Memorandum of Agreement was circulated at the meeting for signing by partners.  The point was made by Sarah to the LA that Broxtowe ASG was not as far ahead as those ASG’s in the north of the county.  Whereas Broxtowe has the services of a 14-19 Co-ordinator for 3 days per week, Mansfield currently has two full-time Co-ordinators.  Further support would be very welcome; funding is the key element.  RH indicated that Broxtowe was making good progress and the north had benefited from early funding, which had subsequently been reduced.

	

	32.
Broxtowe Partnership Strategy and Action Plan

The draft Strategy and Action Plan 2009-2012 had been circulated prior to the meeting and was presented by Carmel.  Attention was drawn to the five strategic priorities on page 3 and the areas they covered.  Feedback was welcomed.  It was acknowledged that attainment performance targets hadn’t been set.  The following suggestions were made for inclusion:

· Incorporation of the ‘learner voice’
· Evidence of data sharing by all providers

· Cross reference to the 14-19 Plan
	

	32.
Broxtowe Partnership Strategy and Action Plan (cont.)
· Broxtowe was one of the most improved on Key Stage 4

· Raising of the school leaving age

Action:  Further feedback to Carmel before 23 Oct. 09.

	All

	33.
14-19 Update and 2013 Entitlement

The following papers were circulated at the meeting:

· Summary of NFER Report: National Evaluation of Diplomas

· Summary of Ofsted Report: Implementation of 14-19 reforms, including the introduction of Diplomas

Gillian highlighted the main points from the above.  An OFSTED inspection of the Local Authority was expected this year.

Action:  Gillian to forward electronic copies of the above reports for circulation with the minutes.

	GT/JP

	34.
Diploma Roll Out
34.1 Options re Future Offering
Copies of two maps were circulated at the meeting.  The first one showing Nottingham City diploma delivery venues, and the second showing Broxtowe diploma delivery sites and distances.  It was agreed that other partnerships were helpful in terms of travel to learn patterns.
34.2 Gateway 4
A draft table was circulated at the meeting “Broxtowe Diploma Planning – Gateway 4”.  Gillian reported that she had met with her equivalent in Derbyshire to share plans on the delivery of diplomas.  Consideration was being given to the following:
· Sport and Active Leisure (Eastwood)

· Science (Bilborough and Chilwell)

· Sport (WHP Federation)

· Environmental & Land Based and Manufacturing & Product Design (City schools from 2011)

Sarah said that Yvonne Kelly had been tasked with looking at Environmental & LB for the City/County in order to get an overview of the whole area.  Yvonne could attend a future ASG meeting.

Action:  Dialogue is taking place with Derbyshire and Gillian asked members to contact her if they had any questions or topics for future discussions.

A form was circulated at the meeting “Links with City Consortium for Diploma Delivery”.

Action:  Headteachers to complete and return to Carmel by 9 Oct. 09.
It was confirmed that Carmel will be meeting with her equivalents in the near future to share information.  

34.3 Lead Assessor Role
A part-time Lead Assessor was required for Broxtowe.  Sarah indicated that a member of staff from Castle may be interested.

Action:  Carmel to check with the individual.

	SJD

All

Headteachers

CB

	34.4 Learner Recruitment
Information was circulated at the meeting showing the projected numbers of diploma learners for 2010.  There has been concern about the adverse publicity on diplomas and the influence this has on parents.  With this in mind a workshop has been arranged to explore IAG and Options development.  An attendance list was circulated at the meeting and the event will take place on 9 Oct. 09 from 8.30-12.00 at the Denewood Centre.  Items for discussion will include putting together local information, transport and timetabling.  Partners were asked to encourage relevant staff to attend.  

Action:  As the representatives from Kimberley were unable to attend Carmel and Chris to liaise re information required.

There will also be a Parents’ Awareness Evening (6.00-9.00pm) held in Gedling on 8 Oct. 09.


	CB/CT

	35.
Diploma Roadshow Proposal
Carmel asked partners if they would be interested in organising a Diploma Roadshow event.  The DCSF had hosted an awareness raising event using a pod at Colwick last year and had offered the equipment, but without the staffing.  Connexions had offered to provide 3 days of support.  Following a brief discussion it was decided to decline the offer.

	

	36.
Working Groups Update
A paper was circulated at the meeting detailing the membership, attendance, and outcomes from the individual working groups.  Gillian and Carmel highlighted some of the points from recent meetings.

	

	37.
Branding
The winning entry for the partnership logo was circulated at the meeting.


	

	Date and time of next meeting:

Friday, 4 December 2009 at 1.00pm at the Attenborough Nature Centre
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