BROXTOWE AREA STRATEGY GROUP
Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday, 4 December 2009
at 1.00 – 3.00pm at the Attenborough Nature Centre
	
	Action

	Present:
Sarah Dennis (Chair)
Castle College


Carmel Bradley

14-19 Co-ordinator


Ian Cohen

Network Training


Kevin Dean

White Hills Park Federation 


Tracey Keeling

Nottingham City Council


Gary Longden

Connexions Nottinghamshire


Matthew Parrott

George Spencer School



Sue Phillips

Bilborough College



Mark Pickford

Eastwood Comprehensive School


Matthew Pitts

White Hills Park Federation


Matt Smart

Notts Education Business Alliance


Chris Teal

Kimberley School


Gillian Thompson
Nottinghamshire LA
Visitor:

Tom Moffat

14-19 Consultant, Nottinghamshire LA


	

	Apologies:
Nicola Boyles

Broxtowe Borough Council


Ian Brierly

Chilwell School


Janet Gilbert

New College Nottingham


Roy Haynes

Nottinghamshire LA


Chris Humphreys
Foxwood School


Susan Jowett

George Spencer School


Terry Laws

Learning & Skills Council







	

	38.
Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 October 2009 and Matters Arising
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 October 2009 were agreed to be an accurate record with the following matters arising:

30. Diploma Delivery – Gillian circulated an unofficial checklist “Self Assessment for Quality Partnership Delivery of the Diploma – using Ofsted monitoring criteria” produced following the recent Ofsted visit to Bassetlaw to look at Diploma provision.
34.2 Lead Assessor Role – Carmel reported that the member of staff from Castle College who had shown interest in the role had decided not to go ahead.  Members were asked for their views on using a consultancy, Lynne Dalby Associates, who were carrying out work for other consortiums.  Following a short discussion it was agreed to use the consultancy.

37. Branding – CB circulated a photograph of the winner receiving an award for the partnership logo.

	

	39.
Strategic Needs Analysis
Tom Moffat, 14-19 Consultant from Nottinghamshire LA, was welcomed to the meeting.  Tom explained that his was a new and emerging role to support the MOG.  An audit of 14-19 achievement in schools and colleges for the Broxtowe area (2007/08) had been carried out and copies were circulated at the meeting.  Tom presented the report which contained an introduction followed by data on Key Stage 4&5 qualifications achieved in LA Schools and Achievements of 16-19 in Broxtowe via LSC funded providers.  The information could be used to:
· Look at provider quality in terms of outcomes

· Highlight areas of expertise

· Look at volume with a view to consolidation

· Direct commissioning

· Support planning

Another level of information was the mapping of provision by Connexions.  Tom and Ian agreed to meet to look at their respective data.  Further feedback on the report was welcomed by Tom.

	

	40.
Update from National Apprentice Service
Gillian reported that Andrew Potterton was available to visit schools to talk to staff and students about apprenticeships.  A website was available that offered an online matching service by address, interest area and apprenticeship vacancy, although places were not guaranteed.  Gillian had tried the website and it had offered 5 possible places.

The link is as follows: 
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/ (this is the link to general Apprenticeship page - lots of information available) 
https://apprenticeshipvacancymatchingservice.lsc.gov.uk/navms/forms/candidate/Apprenticeships.aspx 
(this is the link to the vacancy matching service - must register here first) 
Connexions' website also has details of current vacancies.

	

	41.
Review of Strategy and Action Plan
Carmel thanked those members who had provided feedback.  Gillian had prepared a spreadsheet which allowed progress to be monitored.  Carmel highlighted the changes to the plan and added that it was a working draft.  The table on p.5 relating to KPI’s needs to be completed for the Broxtowe area and will require some form of agreement for the sharing of data.  On p.9 agreement was required on County NEET strategy.

Action:  Gary to provide NEET information for the next meeting.  
Carmel asked if schools were using E-portfolio and the response appeared to be no.  Reasons for this were that implementation was difficult; it takes up a lot of staff time and requires a whole school commitment.  Tracey offered to provide a briefing paper detailing how Fernwood School have implemented it.

Action:  Provide briefing paper re Fernwood School.
A reference to STEM needs to be incorporated with details of collaborative work taking place.

Action:  Sarah to provide details of resources and links.

Matt to bring details of the Crest Certificate (after school club).


Any further feedback was welcomed by Carmel.  Thanks were given to Carmel and Gillian.


Action:  Standing agenda item for future meetings.

	GL

TK

SJD

MS

JP

	
	

	42.
Working Groups Update and Attendance

Carmel gave a brief update on the following:

BIG Group – the key issues had been the delivery dates for the diplomas next year.  A recommendation had been made to change to a Wednesday, which would fit in with the City and Ashfield.  This was agreed. The group wanted to buy another minibus and provide cycle storage using the TIF fund.  It was agreed that the use of minibuses was very useful for diploma delivery.  It was suggested that Brian Vipond, LA Travel Coordinator, be invited to the next meeting to talk about transport.
Action:  Invite BV to the next meeting.
The next joint IAG/Timetabling & Transport meeting will be held on 22 Jan. 10, 1.30pm at Eastwood.

QCDA Diploma Exam Training will take place on 7 Dec. 09 at 10.00am at Chilwell School.

The next IT Group meeting will be held on 10 Dec. 09 at 10.30am at Chilwell School.

Employer Engagement – attendance at the Employer 14-19 Breakfast Briefing event in early November had been disappointing.  A catch up meeting with Line Leads will be held in the new year.
Creative and Media – the group had met with an LSIS consultant who had helped with curriculum planning.

Groups were liaising with awarding bodies.  A CPD planner for staff involved in diplomas had been circulated to the BIG group and delivery staff.

Information relating to meeting attendance had been sent out directly.

	CB/JP

	43.
Finance Update
Details of who had claimed and those still outstanding were circulated at the meeting.

A further £15,000 of additional funding to support 14-19 developments had been received from the LA.  The group will need to decide what the money will be used for.  It was suggested that the money go into the schools to help with diploma delivery.  Suggestions were requested for the next meeting.

Action:  Consider use of additional funding.

	All

	44.
Update from the 14-19 Partnership Meeting and Entitlement Statement
There were two new groups, the Curriculum Progression Group where all ASG’s were represented and the Executive Group which covered the 14-19 Plan.  A copy of the ‘Entitlement Statement’ had previously been circulated and feedback requested.  The point was made that entitlement misses out key areas, e.g. applied courses and BTEC.  The statement will be developed over time and be used to commission work.

Action:  Any further feedback to Mark please.

NEBA was asked to look at how we deliver work experience.



	All

MS

	45.
Launch of Diplomas
Details of the Diploma Line Leads were circulated and agreed.  Information for the Broxtowe Diploma Prospectus detailing courses starting in Sep. 2010 was circulated and presented by Carmel.    It was noted that Engineering and IT Level 3 appeared to be missing.  The number of places was provisional and could be amended.
Action:  Further feedback/queries to Carmel please.

45.
Launch of Diplomas (cont.)

Copies of the ‘Recruitment & Selection of Diploma Learners’ were circulated and the model agreed.  A discussion followed on the strategy of recruiting learners and the arrangements for delivery.  It was agreed that recruitment would initially take place within each school and then schools to liaise on the possibility of infill.  The promotion of diplomas at Options’ Evenings was questioned.

 
	All

	46.
Gateway 4

Carmel reported the main points from the Gateway 4 bid:

· Broxtowe bidding to run ‘Sport and Active Leisure’ and ‘Science’ diplomas from 2011
· If successful, Nottingham City schools will also be able to access the Science diploma

· Nottingham City consortium has applied for Eastwood to help them deliver on the ‘Manufacturing’ and ‘Environment and Land-based’ diplomas
· Nottingham consortium has applied to offer access for learners from Eastwood and George Spencer schools to the ‘Manufacturing’ diploma from 2011

· Nottingham consortium has applied to offer access to learners from all seven Broxtowe secondaries to the ‘Environment and Land-based’ diploma from 2011

· G4 results should be known by Easter


Action:  Invite Yvonne Kelly to the next meeting for item on ‘Land Based’.

	SJD/JP

	Date and time of next meeting:

Friday, 5 February 2010 at 1.00pm at the Attenborough Nature Centre
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